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would have been produced by labour if there
were no ability to direct it, it cannot be claimed in
any similar sense that all amounts and values are
conversely produced by labour, which exceed what
would have been produced by the action of directive
ability, if no labour existed for such ability to direct.
The reason why labour, in this respect, differs
from ability is as follows: Whether directive
ability shall or shall not exert itself depends upon
human volitions which, according to circum-
stances, are alterable, just as it depends upon
alterable human volitions whether a framework
of steel be constructed in this way or in that;
or whether a lamp be replenished with oil or no.
But whether ordinary manual labour shall or shall
not exert itself, is not similarly dependent on human
volition at all. Let a nation be organised, no
matter on what principles, the majority of the
citizens will have to labour in any case. The
supposition of their labouring is bound up with
the supposition of their existence. To suppose
that the labourers as a whole could permanently
cease to labour, is like supposing that they could
exist and yet permanently cease to breathe. They
can cease to labour for moments, just as for
moments a man can hold his breath, as they do
on the occasion of a strike; but they can do so
for moments only. Except in a region where
climatic conditions are exceptional, what makes
men labour is not an employing class, but nature.
Directive ability does not make them labour ; it